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Louisiana Red Hot Signs Rising Star Colin Lake  

National Debut One Thing That’s For Sure Out July 10th 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - July 5, 2015 
CONTACT: Heather West, 773/301-5767, westernpublicity@gmail.com 
   
New Orleans, LA -- 
    
Louisiana Red Hot Records announces the signing of slide guitarist Colin Lake, one of the Big Easy’s most compelling young 
roots/folk/blues singer/songwriters.  
 
While scores of talented young musicians have flocked to New Orleans in the years following Hurricane Katrina, among 
the most outstanding is Pacific Northwest native Colin Lake, whose passion for life and innate feel for roots music makes 
him perfectly suited to the culture of the Crescent City. Lake quickly established himself as a subtle yet dynamic slide 
guitar master, performing at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, Austin City Limits Fest, Hangout Festival, the Key 
West Songwriters Festival and French Quarter Festival. His soulful vocals and searing touch on the lap steel reveal an 
affinity for the works of countless blues greats, but his knack for original songcraft truly sets him apart. 
 
Lake shines in his Louisiana Red Hot debut, One Thing That’s For Sure. He is joined by the cream of the young crop of 
southern musicians; including Luther Dickenson (North Mississippi All Stars), Maggie Koerner (Galactic), jazz vocalist Sasha 
Masakowski and actress/singer Topsy Chapman (12 Years a Slave). Paired with a band that includes veteran keyboardist 
Marc Adams (Eric Lindell, Tab Benoit, Marva Wright), bassist Bill Richards (who also provided horn charts) and rounded off 
with drummer Erik Golson, Lake delivers an album that moves from sunny summer jams to powerful love songs, haunting 
instrumentals and dark, scorching rockers. Fans of roots music, blues, soul , and jam bands will find much to love here.  
 
Lake will be on tour in late summer into the fall, more tour dates are on the way.  
 
COLIN LAKE LIVE: 
August 1 
August 3 
August 4 
September 26 

The Big Wonderful 
Aspenglow Concert Series 
I Bar Ranch 
NOLA on Tap 

Denver, CO 
Crested Butte, CO 
Gunnnison, CO 
New Orleans, LA 

  
About Louisiana Red Hot Records 
Headquartered in New Orleans, Louisiana Red Hot Records is an innovative leader among Southern independent labels. 
Since 1996, Louisiana Red Hot has released over 200 albums of acclaimed Blues, Jazz, Funk, Zydeco, Cajun, and Rock 
music, emerging from the near-total destruction of its facilities by Hurricane Katrina to become the only label in the Deep 
South partnered with Entertainment One, the world’s #1 independent distributor for music and video.  
  
Owner Harris Rea has sold millions of records over his forty year career, helping launch such artists as Trombone Shorty, 
Rebirth Brass Band, Hunter Hayes, Master P, the Cash Money Millionaires, and most recently Ivan Neville’s 
Dumpstaphunk, and Honey Island Swamp Band. His family also owns and operates French Quarter destination Peaches 
Records, one of the largest and oldest remaining indie music retailers in the U.S., founded by Mr. Rea in 1975.  
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Bio 

 

Seven years ago while visiting New Orleans in the 
springtime, Seattle native Colin Lake met his 
future wife in the Louis Armstrong International 
Airport. The meeting sparked a cosmic chain 
reaction that would change his life forever. 
Overwhelmed by the gravity that seemed to be 
drawing him to the city, Lake made his home in 
the Big Easy less than a year later, where his 
passion and innate feel for roots music found 
fertile ground.  
 
Lake draws from a unique musical palette, creating 
songs that reflect a personal journey which spans 
great distances, both spiritually and geographically. 
While his soulful vocal style and searing touch on 
the lap steel guitar owe heavily to countless blues 
greats, Lake’s knack for songcraft defies genre and 
is what truly sets him apart. 

 

Lake's forthcoming Louisiana Red Hot Records release One Thing That's For Sure captures a personal sound, 
teeming with penetrating lyrics and gritty sincerity. Guest performances include Luther Dickinson (North 
Mississippi All Stars), singers Maggie Koerner (Galactic), Sasha Masakowski and Topsy Chapman (12 Years a 
Slave). Lake’s veteran band includes “father of New Orleans B3 Hammond blues organ” Marc Adams (Eric 
Lindell, Tab Benoit, Marva Wright), bassist Bill Richards (who also provided horn charts), and is rounded off by 
drummer Erik Golson. On the album’s eleven original songs, Lake sings of love and longing, truth, transcendence, 
hope and struggle. Indeed, they are love songs, but not exclusively in the romantic sense. They are songs that 
celebrate love’s well-earned triumph over fear, treading the territory where light and shadows meet.  
 
On songs like “I’m Trying to Tell You” and the heavily distorted “Pay the Price,” Lake offers desperate 
pleas reminiscent of a man fighting for his life. The chorus of the laid back title track and the sun -soaked 
refrain of “She’s Mine” finds the singer swelling with joy as he revels in the spoils of love.   And why 
shouldn’t he? These songs were born in New Orleans, the world capital of joyful expression. Lake may 
not have been born there, but he will tell you that in New Orleans he was born again.  
 
In the past year, Lake has opened for acts like Dr. John and Gary Clark Jr ., and performed at festivals 
around the country, including the 2015 New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival, the 2013 Austin City 
Limits Music Festival, Alabama’s Hangout Beach, Music and Arts Festival, the Key West Songwriters 
Festival, and New Orleans’ French Quarter Festival. 

 

"Songs as sturdy as his fleet-fingered, blues-

based guitar skills" - Keith Spera, Times Picayune 
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FACT 
Sheet 

 

Seven years ago while visiting New Orleans in the 
springtime, Seattle native Colin Lake met his 
future wife in the airport. The meeting sparked a 
chain reaction that would change his life forever. 
Lake moved to the Big Easy less than a year later 
where his innate feel for roots music found 
fertile ground. While his soulful vocal style and 
searing touch on the lap steel guitar owe heavily 
to countless blues greats, Lake’s knack for 
songcraft defies genre and truly sets him apart.  
 
 
DISCOGRAPHY:   
 

- One Thing That’s For Sure  
(Louisiana Red Hot, 2015)  

- The Ones I Love (2011)  
- In On Time EP (2009)  
- Colin Lake and Wellbottom, Bullet (2008)  
- Wax Wane (2007)  

 
 

COLLABORATIONS:   
 

- Eric Lindell  
- Sasha Masakowski  
- Maggie Koerner (Galactic)  
- Marc Adams, keyboardist (Eric Lindell, Tab 

Benoit, Marva Wright)  
- Drew Vandorhaar, producer/engineer 

(Bobby Rush, Dumpstaphunk, Honey 
Island Swamp Band)  

- Eric Heigle, producer/engineer (Arcade Fire, 
Lost Bayou Ramblers, Givers, Dr. John)  

 
Colin Lake Nominated for the 2015 Big Easy 

Music Awards in the Blues Category 
 

 
Notable appearances 
  

- New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival 
- ACL Festival 
- Hangout Beach, Music & Arts Festival 

 
 
RECENTLY OPENED FOR:   
  

- Dr. John 
- Gary Clark Jr. 
- Kenny Wayne Shephard 
 

 
  

"Songs as sturdy as his fleet-fingered, blues-based guitar skills" - Keith Spera, Times Picayune 
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Track 
Sheet 

COLIN LAKE 
ONE THING THAT’s FOR SURE 

 

 
 
Produced & Engineered by Eric Heigle  
Mixed by Matt Grondin 
Mastered by Greg Calbi  

 

Performed by: 
Colin Lake, vocals/guitars 
Marc Adams, keyboards (Eric Lindell, Tab Benoit, Marva Wright)  
Bill Richards, bass/horn charts 
Erik Golson, drums 
Brad Walker, tenor saxophone 
Jimmy Carpenter, baritone saxophone 
Mark Levron, trumpet 
Michael Watson, trombone 
Ian Smith, trumpet 

 

Featuring special guests: 
Luther Dickinson (North Mississippi All Stars) 
Maggie Koerner (Galactic) 
Sasha Masakowski 
Topsy Chapman (12 Years a Slave) 

 

Track Listing: 
1. One Thing That’s for Sure (5:02) – Laid-back, sun-soaked 
soul/blues groove unfolds from solo performance to on-your-
feet testifying and features acoustic and electric guitars and 
warm, gospel-like background vocals.  

2. She’s Mine (4:18) – An upbeat, sunshiny, blues-infused love 
song. A great dance beat, big, happy backing vocals and a guest 
appearance by Luther Dickinson on slide guitar make this song a 
perfect summer jam. 
 
3. The World Alive (3:19) – An uplifting anthem for peace, 
beauty and love in the 21st century. Reverb soaked guitar and 
lap steel and angelic backing vocals by singer Sasha Masakowski 
anchor the lush arrangement. 
 
4. I’m Trying to Tell You (5:24) – A hard driving rocker with a 
monster dance beat! Powerful vocals and a heavy lap steel solo 
are bolstered by towering horn arrangements and masterful 
organ and clavinet playing. 
 
5. A Quiet Mind (3:56) – A stripped-down arrangement featuring 
Lake’s subtle fingerpicking and harmonica playing with Myles 
Weeks on upright bass. Finger snaps, tremolo guitar and ‘Staple 
Singers’ style backing vocals by Topsy Chapman and her 
daughters give this ‘conscious blues’ an undeniably rootsy feel.  
 
6. La Madrugada (3:10) – This haunting instrumental showcases 
Lake’s acoustic lap-steel playing on a Weissenborn guitar. The 
title is Spanish for “the witching hour,” which is exactly when 
Colin first recorded it after waking up with the song’s melody in 
his head.   
 
7. Pay the Price (5:40) – Pleading, distorted vocals alongside 
scorching lap steel and guitar are at the center of this 
relentlessly dark and heavy rocker. The fantastic arrangement of 
keys, horns and wailing backing vocals by singer Maggie Koerner 
are a feast for the ears. 
 
8. Ninety-Nine Miles (3:59) – This up-tempo, blues infused pop-
rocker will have listeners clapping, snapping, shaking and 
stomping as clever percussion arrangements and tasty piano 
licks weave with Lake’s howling vocals and sweet-nasty slide 
guitar playing. 
 
9. Just Begun (3:49) – This sweet, tender solo performance of 
the last – and most intimate – song written for the record, 
showcases the softer side of Lake’s voice and his knack for out-
of-the-box fingerpicking.  
 
10. If It Ain’t for You (6:15) – A slow, deeply grooving blues 
number with fully saturated guitar and harmonica tones, 
stacked horn lines, soulful vocals and a clever rhyming scheme.  
 

 

All songs written by Colin Lake, Wax Wane Music (BMI) 


